Dear M. Rice:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting in Hel ena, Arkansas,
on April 3, 2001. In your statenent you expressed concerns for
the unnet needs in the St. Francis Basin and di scussed conpl et ed
and initiated works. You also stated concerns with the status
of the funding outl ook for the M ssissippi River and Tributaries
and St. Francis Basin projects.

The Conmi ssion agrees with your statenents regarding the
Pecan Point and West Menphis | evee sl ope restoration projects.
W are pleased that the Pecan Point |evee is nearing conpletion
and that the West Menphis | evee project is under contract and
will be perfornmed this year. The Menphis District will investi-
gate your concerns about the | evee section downstream of the
Huxt abl e Punping Plant and will contact you about this matter
in the near future.

The Conmmi ssion appreci ates your update on the Turkey Roost
sl ough scour repair contract. You suggested that corrections
that are needed to reach project objectives on conpleted
i mprovenents should be considered and funded under St. Francis
construction rather than the mai ntenance program You i ndi cated
scour and headcutting on lateral drains such as Turkey Roost
sl ough is just one type of correction that is needed before
conpl etion of the project. The Menphis District will consider
and make recommendati ons on a strategy for addressing these
concer ns.

The Menphis District is working to advertise construction
on the relief wells and collector ditches for Blue Lake this
sumer. Advertising the relief well construction contract is
conti ngent upon the provision of the right-of-way from your



| evee district. The design of the outlet ditches continues
in coordination with your district. The Menphis District
is currently working coordination issues for the necessary
relocations and right-of-way to conplete the outlet ditch
phase of the project.

The Pecan Poi nt Seepage Study along the 6-nile reach of
frontline | evee south of WIson, Arkansas, is progressing as
expl oratory borings are currently being drilled. As you noted
in your statenent, this study should be conpleted in the sumer
of 2002. The award of the construction is scheduled for the
sunmmrer of 2004.

The Menphis District is currently conducting hydrol ogy
and hydraulic investigations on the Ten- and Fifteen-M | e Bayou
project to determ ne the needed inprovenents to provide the
aut hori zed fl ood control for the area. The engineering and
envi ronnmental investigations are schedul ed for conpletion by
the end of this fiscal year. Right-of-way acquisition and
construction of the first itemof work could be initiated in
Fi scal Year 2002, provided funds are avail abl e.

G avel overlays along the sections you nentioned, between
Bl ythevill e and Gsceol a and between H ghway 79 and the Huxtabl e
Punpi ng Pl ant, are needed. Unfortunately, budget constraints
have del ayed this work. The Menphis District has the capability
to place gravel on levee roads with little notice or planning
when funds are provided.

The Menphis District continues to nonitor the performance
of the rock baffles and pavenent placed in overbank scour holes
at Barfield Bend. This nonitoring will continue to evaluate the
performance of the feature in preventing any additional overbank
scour. A survey of the county road has been obtained, and the
District plans to ook at the feasibility of road alternatives
to further reduce scour. W |ook forward to the continued
coor di na-
tion wth your |levee district with regard to the establishnment
of a tree screen along the top bank of the |evee.

Menphis District is continuing to investigate the
performance of the conpleted flood control inprovenents in the



vicinity of Lower Belle Fountain and Stateline outlet ditches in
sout heast M ssouri and northeast Arkansas. These investigations
al so include the effects of the Rivervale Fl oodway on drai nage
conditions in the area. The District will keep you advi sed of
the findings of these investigations.



The Conm ssion appreciates your providing statenents and
nmeeting with nmenbers of Congress to share your perspective on
the problens and needs of the valley. W are better served as
a region and indeed as a nation when citizens and | ocal
organi zati ons nmake their voices heard by elected officials
i n Washi ngt on.

In regard to the budget request of the new adm nistration,
t he Conm ssion nust operate within the limtations that are
provi ded. This constraint forces the public stakehol ders, the
Comm ssion, and the Corps of Engineers to nmake every effort to
properly identify the priorities. It is every stakeholder’s
goal to serve and protect the |ocal residences, the |ocal
econoni es, and the local natural resources. The Corps wl|
continue to use the best science and the coments fromthe
public to serve the people of the valley.

Thank you again for your comments before the Commi ssion.
We appreciate receiving your views and will be pleased to hear
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Comm ssi on



